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Recommended List 

Are you interested 

in joining a Book 

Club?  
 

"There are myriad of reasons for joining a book 

club: To make your reading a priority, to ex-

pand your literary ‘comfort zone’, to socialise 

your reading, to share your passion for books, 

and to meet new people.  The books in our col-

lection are titles that you will want to share and 

discuss with  others: they will thrill you, inspire 

you, and make you think.   

So why not give it a go. 

Titles may be borrowed for four weeks before 

being returned in time to take your bookclub’s 

next chosen title. For requests and collections 

go through your local branch of Kerry Library. 

Caithfear teidil a thabhairt ar ais i gceann 4 seachtain 

roimh an chéad teideal eile tofa le do Chlub Leabhar a 

fháil.  Is féidir iarratais a dhéanamh agus leabhair a 

bhailiú i do bhrainse áitiúil féin. 

 

The Impossible Lives of Greta Wells  

by Andrew Sean Greer. 

It is 1985, and Greta Wells wishes she lived 

in any time but this one: she has lost her 

brother to AIDS, her lover Nathan to an-

other woman, and can not seem to go on 

alone. To ease her sadness, her doctor sug-

gest an unusual procedure, one that opens doors of in-

sight into the relationships in her life, her conflicting 

affections, and the limitations put on a woman's life. 

Throughout, Greta glimpses versions of war, history, 

herself, and the people she loves, and as the procedures 

come to an end, she realizes she must make a choice: one 

which will close every door but one, forever. 

Tomorrow There Will be Apricots  by        

Jessica Soffer. 

A heart-breaking debut about family, love, 

grief and food. It is perfect for fans of Joanne 

Harris' Chocolat and Julia Powell's Julie & 

Julia. Victoria, eighty and recently bereaved, is 

lonely and needs to find a way to reconnect with the world. 

When she starts teaching cooking classes she doesn't expect 

Lorca, a troubled teenager, to be her first pupil. Lorca is 

desperate to find a way into her mother's affections and as a 

last attempt decides to track down the recipe for her ideal 

meal. As Lorca and Victoria form an unexpected bond they 

begin to suspect they are connected in more ways than just 

their love of food.   "A profound and necessary new voice. 

Soffer's prose is as controlled as it is fresh, as incisive as it is 

musical. Soffer has arrived early, with an orchestra of talent 

at her disposal." -- Colum McCann 
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Kerry Library Book Club 2014 

10 Titles for you to enjoy 

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 

This is a startling memoir of a success-

ful journalist's journey from the de-

serted and dusty mining towns of the 

American Southwest, to an antique 

filled apartment on Park Avenue. 

Jeanette Walls narrates her nomadic 

and adventurous childhood with her dreaming, 

'brilliant' but alcoholic parents. At the age of seven-

teen she escapes on a Greyhound bus to New York 

with her older sister; her younger siblings follow later. 

After pursuing the education and civilisation her par-

ents sought to escape, Jeanette eventually succeeds in 

her quest for the 'mundane, middle class existence' 

she had always craved. In her apartment, overlooked 

by 'a portrait of someone else's ancestor' she recounts 

poignant remembered images of star watching with 

her father, juxtaposed with recollections of irregular 

meals, accidents and police-car chases and reveals her 

complex feelings of shame, guilt, pity and pride to-

ward her parents.    

Stoner: A Novel by John Williams, 

w i t h  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n                            

by John McGahern. 

William Stoner enters the University of 

Missouri at nineteen to study agricul-

ture. A seminar on English literature 

changes his life, and he never returns to work on his 

father's farm. Stoner becomes a teacher. He marries 

the wrong woman. His life is quiet, and after his 

death his colleagues remember him rarely. Yet with 

truthfulness, compassion and intense power, this 

novel uncovers a story of universal value. Stoner tells 

of the conflicts, defeats and victories of the human 

race that pass unrecorded by history, and reclaims the 

significance of an individual life. A reading experi-

ence like no other, itself a paean to the power of liter-

ature, it is a novel to be savoured.  

The Love Affairs of Nathaniel P.  by  Adelle 

Waldman 

Nathaniel Piven is a rising star in Brooklyn's 

literary scene. After several lean, striving years 

and an early life as a class-A nerd, he now (to 

his surprise) has a lucrative book deal, his pick 

of plum magazine assignments, and the attentions of many 

desirable women: Juliet, the hotshot business journalist; 

Elisa, Nate's gorgeous ex-girlfriend, now friend; Hannah, 

lively and fun and 'almost universally regarded as nice and 

smart, or smart and nice'. In this twenty-first-century literary 

enclave, wit and conversation are not at all dead. But is 

romance? In The Love Affairs of Nathaniel P. Adelle Wald-

man plunges into the psyche of a sensitive, flawed, modern 

man - to reveal the view of the new world from his garret 

window, and the view of women from his overactive mind.  

Dear Life by Alice Munro 

This is the winner of the Nobel Prize in Litera-

ture. Alice Munro captures the essence of life 

in her brilliant new collection of stories. Mo-

ments of change, chance encounters, the twist 

of fate that leads a person to a new way of 

thinking or being: the stories in Dear Life 

build to form a radiant, indelible portrait of just how dan-

gerous and strange ordinary life can be.  

The Other Typist by Suzanne Rindell 

1924: the height of Prohibition. In a police precinct 

on the lower East Side young typist Rose Baker coolly 

records the confessions of killers and gangsters. But 

when a new typist arrives - the captivating Odalie - 

Rose finds a true partner in crime. Flitting between 

sparkling speakeasies by night and their work at the 

precinct by day, the girls are drawn further into a dark, glamorous 

world. Soon Rose's fascination with Odalie and her glittering life 

turns to obsession. But does she know the real Odalie, and what will 

happen if she dares to find out?  Suzanne Rindell is a doctoral stu-

dent in American modernist literature at Rice University. The Other 

Typist is her first novel. She lives in New York City and is cur-

rently working on a second novel.  

The Invention of Wings  by Sue Monk Kidd 

Sarah Grimke is the middle daughter. The 

one her mother calls difficult and her father 

calls remarkable. On Sarah's eleventh birth-

day, Hetty 'Handful' Grimke is taken from the 

slave quarters she shares with her mother, 

wrapped in lavender ribbons, and presented to Sarah as a 

gift. Sarah knows what she does next will unleash a world of 

trouble. And so, indeed, the trouble begins ...A powerful, 

sweeping novel, inspired by real events, and set in the Amer-

ican Deep South in the nineteenth century, this book evokes 

a world of shocking contrasts, of beauty and ugliness, of 

righteous people living daily with cruelty they fail to recog-

nise; and celebrates the power of friendship and sisterhood 

against all the odds.    

The Examined Life by Stephen Grosz 

A Sunday Times bestseller Longlisted for the 

Guardian first book award A Radio 4 Book of 

the Week. This book is about learning to live. 

In simple stories of encounter between a psy-

choanalyst and his patients, The Examined Life 

reveals how the art of insight can illuminate the most com-

plicated, confounding and human of experiences. These are 

stories about our everyday lives: they are about the people 

we love and the lies that we tell; the changes we bear, and 

the grief. Ultimately, they show us not only how we lose 

ourselves but how we might find ourselves too.    

The Silent Wife  by A.S.A. Harrison. 

Having nothing left to lose changes everything. 

Todd and Jodie have been together for more 

than twenty years. They are both aware their 

world is in crisis, though neither is willing to 

admit it. Todd is living a dual existence, while 

Jodie is living in denial. But she also likes to settle scores. 

When it becomes clear their affluent Chicago lifestyle could 

disintegrate at any moment, Jodie knows everything is at 

stake. It's only now she will discover just how much she's 

truly capable of. The Sunday Times and New York Times bestseller.  


